116                       TRINITROTOLUENE
There are sis definite forms of TNT poisoning
known:
1.  Dermatitis, or eruption of the skin.    Often called
4fc TXT rash." This form of poisoning is caused by
contact with the TNT, and may usually be cured by
removing the cause.
2.  Gassing.   This condition is due more to the in-
halation of the nitrous fumes which occur during the
nitration of TXT than to the TNT itself.    The wind
passages and lungs are often badly inflamed.    Many
eases develop into pneumonia, while others recover
after a day or two of complete rest.   In any case the
patient who has been " gassed " should be given atten-
tion by a physician.    Ordinary first-aid methods, such
as doses of dilute chloroform-alcohol mixtures,  are
not sufficient.
3.  Minor poisonings, which result from the handling
of TXT or receptacles which are covered with the sub-
stance.   The effects  differ from  TNT  dermatitis in
that the effects are internal as well as external.    The
symptoms   are   dizziness,   headache   and   sometimes
nausea.    Men or women- who are new to the work,
whoare not accustomed to being a round TN T, are
especially subject to this form of poisoning from TNT.
The symptoms usually disappear after the person
becomes more accustomed to the presence of TNT.
Cases have been known, however, where the poison-
ing has developed into a more serious form.
4.             Poisonings.   After the  symptoms of a
minor poisoning are displayed, there is a period in
which the subject feels perfectly well, no effects of
the TXT being noticeable.   This neutral period may,
in          of extreme susceptibility, terminate in severe